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MEETING   

The Ross County Board of Commissioners met on this day, April 24, 2023, in regular session. 
 

Commissioner Dwight A. Garrett called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with Commissioners James E. Lowe and Jack A. Everson, in attendance. 
 

Commissioner Garrett led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

MINUTES APPROVED  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the minutes of the April 17, 2023, meeting, be approved as submitted.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT  

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the following bills of the county be approved for payment: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

THEN & NOW CERTIFICATES APPROVED  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve "Then & Now" Certificates, dated April 10, 2023 

through April 24, 2023, in the amount of $30,978.05 prepared by the Office of the Ross County Auditor and certified by the auditor as to the 

appropriation of funds for the purpose of encumbering the sum of the contract( s) or order( s) outlined therein, or the imminent collection of funds for 

credit to the appropriated fund(s) of the county, and as to the availability of funds for transfer within the appropriate department(s).  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

TIME SHEETS APPROVED - COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve the time sheet submitted by Bradford M. Cosenza, 

County Administrator for the pay period ending April 22, 2023.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 



TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $593,825.32 be transferred from account code 231-51-00-7103 Children’s Services into account code 088-

31-01-5301 SCOJFS Children’s Services, per a request of April 24, 2023 from the Ross County Auditor.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
_____________ 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $3,000.00 be transferred from account code 100-00-00-7013 Workers Comp into account code 100-00-00-

7103 Contract Services, per a request of April 24, 2023 from the Ross County Commissioners.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPRORIATION OF FUNDS 
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, $5,398.00 be appropriated from the following accounts, per a request of April 24, 2023 from the Ross 

County Commissioners.  

 
On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
_____________ 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $5,000.00 be appropriated from General Fund into account code 100-52-61-7101 Outreach & Advertising, 

per a request of April 24, 2023 from Ross County Veterans Services. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

ASSET DISPOSAL  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve an Asset Disposal Form submitted by the Ross County  

Building Department for disposal of the following surplus property of the county as indicated:  

QUANTITY   DESCRIPTION   TAG/ SERIAL    METHOD OF DISPOSAL  
            1  Metal Desk   N/A     Surplus Property   

                                  1  Executive Chair  12095     Surplus Property 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

PAYMENT REQUEST OHIO WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN FUND  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve a pay request for the WPCLF Batch 2 H2Ohio grant for two septic upgrade/replacements at 

7081 St. Rt. 180, Kingston and 287 Seney Road, Chillicothe for the amount of $800.00.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

REQUEST FOR USE  

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve a request for use of the Courthouse steps and portico, Thursday May 4, 2023 from 10:00am – 

2:00pm and again at 5:00 pm - 10:00pm, for National Day of Prayer  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

ROSS COUNTY SHOEMAKER AIRPORT HANGAR LEASE AGREEMENT  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to enter into a hangar lease at the Ross County Shoemaker Airport with Dr. Dan Madsen for hangar 39, 

effective May 1, 2023 thru July 31, 2023 for $135.00 per month.  If Dr. Madsen does not have his aircraft in the hanger by July 31, 2023 he will 

forfeit the hangar. 
  
On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

TARGETED COMMUNITY ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON (T-CAP) GRANT PROGRAM 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to confirm Ross County wishes to participate in the FY2024/2025 T-CAP Grant Program.  T-CAP funding 

is intended to provide funding for community correction alternatives, not to solely provide funding to incarcerate offenders. As such, County plans 

should not expend more than 50% of the grant allotment on jail incarceration. If a County indicates that more than 50% of the grant allotment will be 

spent on jail incarceration, the County must indicate and justify why it believes it must spend the level of funding on incarceration and indicate what 

other alternatives were considered and why those alternatives were not selected. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

CONTRACT AGREEMENT PHASE ONE PAVING STRIPING MILLING VARIOUS COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP ROADS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to sign the contract, at the recommendation of the County Engineer, with Shelly & Sands Inc., for Phase 

One; 2023 Paving (including milling and striping) of Various County and Township Roads Project according to a bid proposal submitted March 27, 

2023, for a cost of One Million Eight Hundred Forty Five Thousand Nine Hundred Eight dollars and 64/100 ($1,845,908.64) with a total completion 

date of 10-14-2023.   
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

APPLICATION FOR APPROPRIATION TO ATTEND MEETING CONVENTION  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Garrett seconded, to approve two requests from Commissioner Everson, to attend the CCAO Policy and Legislative Update, 

1901 Champions Gateway, NW Canton, Ohio 44708, on May 5, 2023, and the Appalachian Ohio State of the Region Conference, Ohio University, 

Athens Ohio, May 22-23, 2023, at no cost to the County.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

CHILLICOTHE ROSS CONVENTION AND VISITOR BUREAU WAYFINDING  

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to fund $200,000.00 of the Comprehensive Wayfinding Program for Ross County through the Chillicothe 

Ross Visitors Bureau.  The total cost for the design and implementation is $682,139.00, with the CVB, Ross County and the City of Chillicothe 

providing $200,000.00 each toward the goal.   
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 



 
 

The following proclamation was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners on April 24, 2023, with Dwight A. 

Garrett, James E. Lowe, and Jack A. Everson in attendance: 

BOSTON TEA PARTY SHIPS MUSEUM 

NATHANIEL CHAPTER OF DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HONORING BOSTON TEA PARTY PARTICPANT 

NATHANIEL WILLIS 

MAY 7, 2023 

WHEREAS: December 16, 1773, 100-150 colonists changed the course of history by destroying 340 chests of East India Company tea; and  

WHEREAS: this act of defiance became known as the “Boston Tea Party” and propelled American down the road to Revolution; and 

WHEREAS: the Boston Tea Party Ships Museum and Revolution 250 are working together to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the events that 

led to the American Revolution; and  

WHEREAS: their goal is to locate the final resting place of the Boston Tea Party Participants and place commemorative markers at their graves; and 

WHEREAS: Nathaniel Willis, one of the younger patriots who participated in the Boston Tea Party, is interred in the Bainbridge Ohio Cemetery: and  

WHEREAS: Nathaniel Willis was a publisher by trade and published Boston’s patriot newspaper called Independent Chronicle, from the same building 

in which Benjamin Franklin also worked; and  

WHEREAS: Willis lived quite an active life, in addition to joining his compatriots in the Boston Tea Party he was a distinguished horseman and 

served the military; and 

WHEREAS: after the Revolutionary War he sold his interest in the Independent Chronicle and become one of the pioneer journalists in the unsettled 

west; and 

WHEREAS: in 1796 he moved to Chillicothe, Ohio, bought and cultivated a farm and established the Scioto Gazette, the first newspaper in what was 

then known as the Northwestern Territory; and 

WHEREAS: Nathaniel Willis passed away on April 1st 1831, in Chillicothe, Ohio, and was buried in the Bainbridge Cemetery, Ohio, where a stone 

marker notes his participation with the Massachusetts Militia during the Revolutionary War, marks the grave; and 

THEREFORE, the Ross County Board of Commissioners along with the Boston Tea Party Museum and Nathaniel Chapter of Daughters of the 

American Revolution honor Boston Tea Party Participant Nathaniel Willis for his patriotism and love of journalism. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Branson Leasure, Bainbridge Village Fire Chief discussed how the Bainbridge Village Fire/EMS Department has been able to contract with 

Paxton, Twin and Perry Townships to provide services.  He has taken the model from the Paint Creek Fire District and now have 2 paid part time 

staff that work 7:00am – 7:00 pm as well as volunteers that are paid $35 per run.  Mr. Leasure believes this model would work well for most 

townships and would like to see more of them follow this path. 

 

Eric Braunlin and Josh Bramley, CORSA representatives discussed the 2023 program summary and coverage enhancements for the county.   

 

Auditor Lehner provided updated information for three townships that have CRA’s in place that have been there for years.  Ms. Eallonardo will 

make contact with the township trustees to let them know they exist and how they can benefit from them.  Mr. Lehner also mentioned an EZ Zone 

that was missed during the earlier Enterprize Zone meeting and will make contact with them to set up another meeting. 
 

 

ADJOURN 

Mr. Dwight A. Garrett, President, adjourned the regular meeting of, April 24, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio 

 

       
Dwight A. Garrett, President 

      

___________________________     __________________________________ 
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