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The Ross County Board of Commissioners met on this day, August 14, 2023, in regular session. 
 

Commissioner Dwight Garrett called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with Commissioners James E. Lowe and Jack A. Everson, in attendance. 
 

Commissioner Garrett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

MINUTES APPROVED  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the minutes of the July 31, 2023 and August 7, 2023, meeting, be approved as submitted.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the following bills of the county be approved for payment: 

              Corrected amount  $682,099.35 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes; Mr. Everson, absent. Motion carried.  
 

THEN & NOW CERTIFICATES APPROVED 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve "Then & Now" Certificates, dated July 31 through August 

14, 2023, in the amount of $50,279.43 prepared by the Office of the Ross County Auditor and certified by the auditor as to the appropriation of funds 

for the purpose of encumbering the sum of the contract( s) or order( s) outlined therein, or the imminent collection of funds for credit to the 

appropriated fund(s) of the county, and as to the availability of funds for transfer within the appropriate department(s). 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $20.03 be transferred from account code 420-11-37-7550 Other Expenses, into account code 420-11-37-7801 

Remit Unspent Fund and $.17 be transferred from account code 420-11-37-7001 Salaries, into account code 420-11-37-7801 Remit Unspent Fund, per 

a request of August 14, 2023 from the Ross County Common Pleas Court Administrator. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
____________________ 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, $524.00 be transferred from account code 100-02-00-7014 Group Insurance, into account code 100-02-00-

7100 Travel, per a request of August 14, 2023 from the Ross County Auditor. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
___________________ 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $300.00 be transferred from account code 100-02-00-7014 Group Insurance, into account code 100-02-00-

7550 Other Expenses, per a request of August 14, 2023 from the Ross County Auditor. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPRORIATION OF FUNDS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $3,000.00 be appropriated from General Fund into account code 203-32-00-7102 Contract Repairs, per a 

request of August 14, 2023 from the Ross County Dog Warden. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
____________________ 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, $350,000.00 be appropriated from American Rescue Fund into account code 241-00-00-7450 Grant Awards 

Other, per a request of August 14, 2023 from the Ross County Commissioners. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
____________________ 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $3,000.00 be appropriated from General Fund into account code 100-14-00-7550 Other Expenses, per a 

request of August 14, 2023 from the Ross County Common Pleas Court 2. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

TIME SHEET APPROVED - COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve the time sheet submitted by Bradford M. Cosenza, County 

Administrator for the pay period ending August 12, 2023.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

REQUEST FOR USE OF COURTHOUSE STEPS/PORTICO 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve a request from Grace Bible Church to hold a gospel street meeting on the courthouse steps, 

Saturday September 9, 2023 between the hours of 10:30 am – 12:00 pm. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

The following resolution was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners on August 14, 2023, with Dwight A. Garrett, James 

E. Lowe and Jack A. Everson in attendance. 

RESOLUTION 021-23 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW FUND TITLED 

THE COUNTY PROBATE COURT GUARDIANSHIP SERVICES FUND 

WHEREAS, ORC 2111.52(A) allows for the establishment of a County Probate Court Guardianship Services Fund and permits the County Probate 

Court to accept funds or other program assistance from individuals, corporations, agencies, or organizations, including, but not limited to, a County Board 

of Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Services or a County Board of Developmental Disabilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, ORC 2111.52 provides that any funds received by the County Probate Court shall be paid into the County Treasury and credited to the 

County Probate Court Guardianship Services Fund; and  
 

WHEREAS, ORC 2111.52(C) provides that the monies in a County Probate Court Guardianship Services Fund shall be used for services to help ensure 

the treatment of any person who is under the care of a County Board or Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Services or a County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities, or any other Guardianships; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Ross County Probate Court and the Ross County Commissioners desire to create a County Probate Court Guardianship Services Fund 

and to utilize those funds to contract with Integrated Services for Behavioral Health (ISBH) to provide guardianship services to indigent wards that are 

residents of Ross County Ohio; 
 

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners, County of Ross, State of Ohio: 
 

1. A new fund called the Ross County Probate Court Guardianship Services Fund shall be and hereby is established; and be it further resolved 

that 

2. Any funds received by the Ross County Probate Court pursuant to ORC 2111.52(A) shall be paid into the Ross County Treasury and deposited 

into the Ross County probate Court Guardianship Services Fund; and be it further resolved that 

3. Any expenditure from the Ross County Probate Court Guardianship Services Fund shall be made in accordance with ORC 2111.52(C); and 

be it further resolved that 

4. The Ross County Commissioners, on behalf of the Ross County Probate Court, pursuant to ORC 2111.52 (C), shall be authorized to enter into 

a Contract with Integrated Services for Behavioral Health for the purposes of providing guardianship services to indigent wards in Ross County 

Ohio. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

MEMBER APPOINTED STAR COMMUNITY JUSTICE CENTERS FACILITY GOVERNING BOARD 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to appoint Brandon Puckett, to the Ross County seat of the STAR Community Justice Center’s Facility 

Governing Board effective October 12, 2023 for a three year term through 2026. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

CERTIFICATE OF CONFIDENTIAL FUNDS SUBGRANT AGREEMENT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to certify that we have read, understand, and certify that the project will abide by all of the conditions for 

confidential funds as set forth in the effective edition of the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) Financial Guide. We further understand that the 

above­mentioned guidelines apply to all Federal or matching funds for the project. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 

 



 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to sign a letter of recommendation for Christopher Wesley Scott, for acceptance into the United State Air 

Force Academy. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

LPA FEDERAL LOCAL-LET PROJECT AGREEMENT 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to enter into two LPA Federal Local-Let Project agreements for bridge replacement, Norman Hill Road and 

Charleston Pike.   
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

PENALTY FEE FOR WORKING WITHOUT A PERMIT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve a request from Josh Hettinger, Chief Building Official to implement a penalty fee for contractors 

working without the proper permits.  The fee will be $500.00 and go into effect January 1, 2024.   
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

The following resolution was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners on August 14, 2023, with Dwight A. Garrett, 

James E. Lowe in attendance and Jack A. Everson, absent. 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ROSS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO SUBORDINATE A MORTGAGE OBTAINED 

THROUGH THE ROSS COUNTY COMMUNITY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners holds a mortgage to secure repayment of a Rehab loan through the FY 2018 Ross County 

Community Housing Impact and Preservation Program from homeowner Becky Strausbaugh; and  

Homeland Credit Union in the amount of $20,000.00 for the purpose of paying off loans, home repairs and auto repairs  

WHEREAS, Ross County will be in second mortgage position with its mortgage of 25,395.00; now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio, is hereby authorized to sign mortgage Subordination Agreement for the above 

homeowner. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes; Mr. Everson, absent; Motion carried. 
 

REQUEST FOR USE OF COURTHOUSE STEPS/PORTICO 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve a request from Sandy Murray, MADE Drug Free Clubs, to hold a rally on the courthouse steps, 

Friday October 27, 2023 between the hours of 9:00am – 12:00pm. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes; Mr. Everson, absent. Motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS  

Huntington Township Trustees John Cottrill and Gary Hopkins discussed Floral Hills Memory Gardens.  They believe the court will turn over 

cemetery ownership to Huntington Township.  The cemetery is 47 developed acres and another 15 undeveloped.  The bride and road leading to the 

cemetery is in dire need of repairs.  Estimates for repair is approximately $150,000.00, which the township currently cannot afford.  The Trustees 

wanted to make the Commissioners aware, they may need to ask for monetary assistance if the court awards ownership to the township. 
 

Kevin Ross, Landmark Properties LLC provided information on ATM machines.  He would like to see them installed in the Ross County Jail and 

Courthouse.  The Commissioners will take it under advisement.   
 

ADJOURN 

Mr. Dwight A. Garrett, President, adjourned the regular meeting of August 14, 2023, at 3:00pm. 

 

 

Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio 

Dwight A. Garrett, President 

James E. Lowe, Vice President 
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